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AGRICULTURAL EXTENSION WORKERS’ KNOWLEDGE IN THE

AREA OF CLIMATE CHANGE IN GAZA STRIP, PALESTINE

Dr. Mohammed Saleh Yusuf Abu Awad
Supply and Processing Authority
ABSTRACT

The main objective of this study was to identify the agricultural extension
workers’ knowledge in the area of climate change in Gaza Strip, Palestine through
investigating some personal characteristics of extension workers, measuring their
knowledge about some climate change concepts, their expectations about negative
effects of climate change on the agricultural sector and the importance of applying
some recommendations to adapt with climate change in addition to their suggested
recommendations to reduce these effects. All the 50 extension workers in Gaza
Strip were covered were personally interviewed by using a questionnaire designed
for achieving the study objectives. In addition to that, simple observation and
secondary data were used. Frequencies, percentages, averages and standard
deviations were used for data presentation and analysis.

The most important results of the study could be summarized as follows :
The majority of the respondents (96%) were males, of the respondents were middle
aged (less than 40 years old), 50% 52% of the respondents were agronomists and
entomologists,

The majority of the respondents (88%) were university graduates, and 12%
have attained a M.Sc. degree, of the respondents did not attend training courses in
environmental extension % 260f the respondents did not attend training courses in
climate change, 58% 32% of the respondents attended one training course, 8%
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attended two training courses whereas 2% only attended three training courses,88%
of the respondents have knowledge about climate change, 78% of the respondents
have knowledge about the signs of climate change, 70% of the respondents have
knowledge about the bad practices that lead to climate change,

The most important expectations about the negative effects of climate
change on the agricultural sector were: increasing crops’ infection with pests and
diseases (as reported by 82%), imbalance of the bio-diversity and ever-reducing
numbers of predators (80% for each), irrigation water shortages and drying of some
lands (76% for each), salinization of some land areas (74%) and severe changes of
aquaculture (46%),

The most important recommendations are as follows:

Developing short-life crop varieties (as reported by 84%),

Applying IPM practices (80%),

Maximizing the use of organic fertilizers (67%),

Training extension workers in the area of climate change (72%),

Establishing special stations for measuring GHGs (40%),

Respondents’ suggested recommendations to adapt with climate change were as
follows:

Recycling wastes to reduce environmental pollution (96%),

Applying IPM practices (90%),

Rationalizing the use of pesticides and fertilizers (86%),

Applying organic farming (80%),

Training farmers and extension workers on climate change (76%),

Applying the recommendations of FAO experts and agricultural specialists (22%).
Key words: extension workers, climate change, Gaza Strip
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