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4- Waleed Y. Sallam and Ayman A. Shelaby "2017" Value Chain Analysis for
the Egyptian Herbs & Spices Sub-Sector: Modeling and Estimating
Export Potential, Journal of American Science, 7(12).
1. Trade map, https://www.trademap.org/Index.aspx.
2. Faostat, http://www.fao.org/faostat/ar/#home.
3. Comstat- COMESA, http://comstat.comesa.int/.
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THE FOREIGN TRADE OF MEDICINAL AND AROMATIC PLANTS IN
EGYPT AND THE STATES OF THE NILE BASIN
Prof Dr. Shahinaz Eid Mahmoud, prof Dr. Mohamed Ahmed Saeed, prof Dr.
AymanAbd-AlKawyShelaby,Asmaa Mohamed Hassan Husein
"Department of Agricultural Economics, Faculty of Agriculture, Fayoum
University

ABSTRACT:

The foreign trade sector is one of the most prominent economic sectors of
any country because of its importance in providing foreign exchange resources
through export earnings, which is a major objective of most developing countries,
and recently there has been renewed interest in developing trade and economic
relations between African countries in general and Nile basin countries in
particular. They have abundant economic resources capable of advancing
development and achieving mutual cooperation by conceptualizing and
coordinating efforts in that direction. The African market, led by the states of the
Nile basin, is a popular market for Egyptian products, with Africa being the second
largest continent in terms of size and population. The problem of the study is that
the economic, trade and investment relations of the states of the Nile basin remain
weak and less than expected. In view of the decline in the volume of intra-
agricultural foreign trade in these states, the study aimed, in general, to ascertain
the trade volumes of the states of the Nile basin and the possibilities for economic
integration among them, with a view, in particular, to:

a. identifying the current state of macroeconomic and agricultural foreign trade in
the states of the Nile basin.

b. Study of intra-agricultural trade in the states of the Nile basin.

c. Study of intraregional trade in major medicinal and aromatic crops in the basin
states. He's connected.

The study reached the following conclusions:

1. On the one hand, the average of intraregional agricultural exports over the
period 2004-2018 is about $1226 million, representing 10.45% of the average of
total agricultural exports of the basin countries, while on the other hand, average
agricultural interimports are about $936 million, representing 0.56% of the
average total agricultural imports of $16.7 billion.

2. The total agricultural exports of the Nile basin states reached $14149 million in
2018 and Egypt is the largest export value. Ethiopia, Kenya, Tanzania and
Uganda also account for a large share of these exports, with exports of $2561,
3087, 3796 and $6050 million in 2018.

3. The total agricultural imports of the Nile basin states amounted to $15.794
million in 2018. Egypt is the largest import value, with agricultural and food
imports amounting to us $8099.2 million in 2018, over 50% of the Nile basin
countries' combined agricultural and food commodity imports. Ethiopia, Kenya
and Tanzania also account for the largest share after Egypt of these imports,
with imports amounting to $1163, 1737, and $1254 million in 2018,
respectively.
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. The study also found that the value of Egyptian exports from the most important
medicinal and aromatic crops accounts for 26,171.1 per cent of total exports
from the Nile basin countries, the highest for the period 2004-2018.

. Egypt's imports of the most important medicinal and aromatic crops account for
25902.8 per cent of the total imports of the Nile basin countries for the average
period (2004-2018).

. The countries of Egypt, Ethiopia, and Tanzania were found to be the leading
countries of the Nile basin in terms of exports of medical and aromatic crops to
the countries of the Nile basin, representing 73.6%, 29%, and 9.6%,
respectively.

. The countries of Egypt, Kenya, and Sudan, Uganda, were found to be at the top
of the Nile basin in terms of imports of medical and aromatic crops from the
Nile basin, representing 67.6%, 15.4%, 7.7%, and 3.2%, respectively.

This indicates a low level of interregional trade for these countries and
therefore entails:

. To promote trade relations between these countries, especially neighbouring
countries.

. To seek to resolve political disputes among the states of the basin by focusing
on participation in infrastructure programmes for the development of foreign
trade, such as land, sea and air ports and all types of transport;

. Provision of technical support and expertise for all industrial and agricultural
activities in the Nile basin states, thereby benefiting from technological
advances and increasing the efficient use of available resources
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