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The Ligature Style in the Middle Kingdom Hieratic Papyri
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Abstract:

The paper focus on ligatures which are one of the most typical features of hieratic
script through three of the most important sources of hieratic papyri in the Middle
Kingdom (The Heqanakht papyri- El-Lahun papyri- The Ramesseum papyri). This
paper aims to respond to some questions raised about the hieratic ligature signs, such
as did the Ancient Egyptian scribe have reasons and motives that made him choose
connected or separate spelling when writing a word?, and was there a standard way to
write ligature words rather than others?. It also aims to study the different styles of
ligature signs in the Middle Kingdom hieratic papyri. In addition, a catalog is provided

of one hundred and ninety ligature signs (Appendix A).




