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(The Ming court as patron of the Chinese Islamic architecture: The case study of
the Daxuexi mosque in Xi'an).
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During the Ming Dynasty (1368-1644) during the era of Emperor Yongle (1402-
1424), the Xi'an Daxuexi Alley Mosque in Xi'an was rebuilt, and these
architectural works were recorded in a stela that was erected in the mosque in 1523
AD. During the era of Emperor Jiajing (1521-1567 AD), a hundred years after the
fourth voyage of Zheng He; the mosque was rebuilt by Zheng He, the Chinese
Muslim commander. He financed the reconstruction of the mosque after succeeded
in obtaining imperial funding, and undertook an overhaul of the mosque as a
reward for the dedication of Hassan, almam in the mosque. The memorial stelais
an important historical document that clearly monitors the architecture and arts of
Chinese Muslims. The study attempts to discover the role of the Ming emperors in
financing Chinese Islamic architecture, and is to identify the historical evidence
that supports this trend; the study also seeks to understand such a political
orientation towards Muslims in China. As this field of studies lacks effective
sources; this study seeks to use the biblical source data to examine the historical
events of the text and explain its historical value. The study monitored the political
relations between the Ming Dynasty and the Western (Islamic) world. In addition
to documenting the status of Chinese Muslims during the Ming period and their
emergence as an important social class in the Chinese social hierarchy, the study
sheds light on the political pragmatism of the Ming dynasty court and its
continuous attempt to attract, contain and care for Muslims by financing the
construction and restoration of mosques; So the architectural works of the



DaxuexiAlley Mosque were a logical consequence of Chinese voyages under the
leadership of Chinese Muslims to the Islamic world in the West during the Ming
Dynasty.
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