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“Urban Design Code” as a New Guiding Tool  

For Urban Development in Egypt 

Urban design combines a concern with the visual form and function of urban development with its fit in 

its surroundings and wider context. The concept of the public realm, achieving a good urban quality, a 

sense of place and the public significance of new development, is vital within the urban design 
perspective. In urban development, there is a need to propose and discuss new thoughts, approaches, or 

tools, which can support and guide the development plans, and form essential design principles needed 

for such development policies and appropriated for protecting and promoting urban character and local 
identity.   

This paper introduces Urban Design Code (UDC) as a new urban tool that aims to guide urban 

development plans and manage change in urban societies, by ensuring good design principles for 

addressing urban character and harmony.  The proposed UDC is not only enhancing intrinsic identity of 
existing urban character and architecture, but is proactively used as a reference code or a city-specific 

guide for new urban development. The paper methodology depends on; 

1. Analyzing the UDC international concepts, thoughts, and experiences 
2. Formulating a proposal methodology for integrating and contributing UDC in the national urban 

development plans. 

3. Evaluating the Egyptian case for applying UDC concept. 
The paper concludes that the UDC is an essential guiding tool for development plans to ensure applying 

strategies, adjusting quality, and enhancing local identity. 
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