)

e -
fs_..é.ﬂ p S—

Fayotim University

o AU Cuad

&

S8 Cal) 4ol
Golily Aaldl RIS ¢ aldl SEY) o cCoall Gad dpena skl A 2 s
; ) Ofiald) ¢ Lad
5l daals
S| Al g S 4
Papyrologica Lupiensia 28 (2019), pp. 83-102 (Lecce, Apulia,
Italy) aen
3 g ) Vo YoAY o Y0 e YA dlaal cdy o) e ol g by sl gl

The Hedgehog-Goddess Abaset

The Egyptian goddess Abaset was a minor hedgehog-deity. Her presence
was attested only in the 26" Dynasty (656-525 BC). She was solely venerated
on the eastern fringe of el-Bawiti, the capital of Bahariyya Oasis, which is
situated far from the Nile Valley. This paper aims at presenting a reliable
interpretation for the name of the goddess Abaset. It focuses on the history and
the development of her cult. The ancient Egyptian depicted Abaset in an
anthropomorphic form. The crown of Hedgehog- was specific to Abaset; it is a
key element in the identification of the goddess, especially if the scene was not
labelled with her name. The exact reason for this iconography is unclear. The
occurrence of the images of Abaset and the use of her legends was restricted to
specific location, 1. e. el-Bawiti.
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