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grb : the Creation of a Legitimate Imagery of 
Macedonian-Greek Colonialism in Egypt 

During Ptolemaic dynasty (332-30 BC), the ancient Egyptian language was 
fast at adapting to the intercultural diffusion of the Greek religion into that of 
the Egyptian. This act almost certainly involved the apparition of some new 
words, and some other known words used to express other concepts, to match 
the Hellenization of some ancient Egyptian beliefs and practices. In this paper, 
the researcher is studying one case of the word grb. The aim of the present 
article is to build upon the analysis done in previous studies, to propose an 
accurate translation for the word grb and its meaning, and to demonstrate its 
political and socio-religious connotations, when the god Horus gives it to 
reigning Ptolemy. This analysis is performed on the basis of the inscriptions of 
Edfu temple, acting as representative of Ptolemaic and Roman temples. After a 
survey of previous studies, an analysis of its attestations will be presented.  
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