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Abstract:

Zawilah is considered one of the Moroccan mint house that issued minted
coins during the Fatimid period, but the coins we have received from mint house is
very rare, so this reseach aims to study A Rare Dinar in the name of Abu ‘Ali Mansur
Al-Hakim bi Amr Allah , the Fatimid Caliph (386-411AH\ 996-1021 AD) minted in
Zawilah 404 AH., and it considered the only specimen, and the second specimen of

the coins of Zawilah during the reigon of Fatimid caliph Al-Hakim bi Amr Allah.
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*The Second International Conference on Oriental Numismatics at the Hermitage Museum in Russia,
26-30/9/2016.
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The name of Zawilah started as a mint house during the region of Fatimid
Caliph Al-Hakim bi Amr Allah in 397 AH.

About this dinar, which I'm going to study in this paper, minted in "Zawilah"
and dated 404 AH. hasn't published before, and Nicol hasn't published a similar to this
dinar, and considered the only specimen so it a unique till now from this mint , and
the second specimen of the coins of Zawilah during the reigon of Fatimid caliph Al-

Hakim bi Amr Allah, as we have a unique dinar dated 397 AH. The inscriptions of

this dinar as:
Obv Rev
Field, within circle Field, within double circle
A J gy does el (St
& Jy e crgall el
Inner Margin,
within double 4 Syps Y osdmg it Y1 AN Y 1 A gl jganadl adgy i s
circle
Outer Margin, G o239 gl syl ) Jposy dams e Do (W) g1l Via 0y )
within circle DS piall 85 g alS il e o glad e Cdig cpaedy

Al-Hakim bi Amr Allah, the Fatimid Caliph struck three different types of
dinars. The first, was struk immediately after his accession, known from only two
mints, was minted in Misr 386AH. and Al-Mahdya 387H. These type had four-line
field legends and double circular legends.

The second type - which the first dinar minted in "Zawilah", dated 397 AH.
was attributed -very well-known coinage had two-line field legends and double
circular legends. This was struck from 387 to 401AH.

The third type— which this dinar minted in "Zawilah", dated 404 AH. was

attributed- was a great improvement over the second, with a large field and a single

" Sotheby, 14/ 10/1981. No. 269, Nicol, Norman Douglas, 4 Corpus of Fatimid Coins. Gilio Bernardi,
Trieste 2006. p. 110, type Al, p. 134, No. 918.
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circular legend on each face of the coin®, From 401 to 404 AH. the Caliph's name was
mentioned alone, while from 404 to 411 AH.the name of his heir apparent was added
beneath his own name?.

This dinar of " Zawilah " dated 404 AH. is preserved in the private collection
of Mr. ‘Adel ‘Abd Allah in Tripoli in Libya (W.3.76 gr.D.24 mm,pl.1,fig.1,3)>.The

inscriptions of this dinar as:

Obv Rev
‘;L:« & Le
Field, within NS RATRN o i el g
circle A1 gy dozms 4 Sy &l WSl playl
& craged) ol
Margin, Within gt s59 5@l abagl dil Jgmy dos s auyl diw Alygp ) Vi 0y AUl oy
circle O piadl 05 g AlS e 0 glad Al

Fig.1:AV dinar " Zawilah " dated 404 AH.

' This dinar attributed to type N 1 in Nicol, Nicol, 4 Corpus of Fatimid Coins, p.121,type N1.
% (Robert Darley-Doran), THE Coinage of Islam, Collection of Wiliam Kazan, Beirut 1983.p.44.
¥ Many thanks to Mr. ‘Adel ‘Abd Allah in Tripoli in Libya.
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So, this dinar minted in “Zawilah", dated 404 AH. it considered as an
important addition to the coinage of Fatimid caliph Al-Hakim bi Amr Allah, and the
coinage of Zawilah, which we have only one issue from the period of Al-Hakim bi
Amr Allah, which dated 397 AH, as | mentioned, but the important note we like to
discuss it now that, Zawilah town:

The former scholars in numismatics mentioned that, this town is Zawilah Al-
Mahdya, which founded by Fatimid caliph Al-Mahdi Bi-llah (297 AH.\910 AD. — 322
AH\934 AD.) to inhabit the common people when he founded his town "Al-
Mahdiya".In Baldwin's Islamic Coin Auction 19, 25 April 2012; Lot 113, we find this
comment about Zawilah mint: Zawila is a market town outside the walls on the
landward side of al-Mahdiya. Presumably this mint was established as a convenience
for merchants.

But we must take that opinion carefully because Al-Mahdya had a main mint
house, so there was no reason to build a new one in Zawilah side, as the heavy
production of coins of Al- Mahdya was enough for commercials deals in Al —
Mahdyia and Zawilah also, some point of views suggested that Al -Mahdya mint or
Baraga produced this coins in the name of Zawilah.

But if we have a look to the other towns named Zawilah, we will find another
town was important, splendor, and flourished during Fatimid period, called Zawilah
lied in southern Libya. In this paper | will introduce this new opinion in the light of
the information referred to geographical sources, so it is quite better at beginning of
this study to mention the historical geographical sources which talk about “Zawilah".

Al- Ya'qubi (d.292 H)', the first Geographer who gave some details when he
talked about “Zawilah" saying that:

(Bl Bpadly Ol Lol o DI Ly o) Dok 058 @3ISCag g oy Al s Los 0139 5195 )

Al-Bakri (d.487 AH.)* said that:

" Al- Ya'qiibi (d.292 H), Al-Buldan, Leiden 1860.p.123.
% Al- Bakri (d.487 AH), Al-Mughrib,Cairo.nd.p.10.
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Al-Idrisi (d.564 AH.)! gave more details when he talked about “Zawilah "
saying that:
a0 Jor Mg g 29 2306k b ans g1y 52 @Sy Syl Dl o Bl Waly g )
g 0139l VL e Jar ) Jo iy Lgag Byl Ly i ke B9 onBpale OF1 (B9 lgal gadl
() gl yal o Jory Wil o desaly @il O By o agady S Jo Ll e JUT (0 Lghal
The Author of Al-Istebsar book (6 century AH)? said that:
(slpeall (B A Leptd 88 de By A )
Yaqut (d.626 AH.)® gave different details when he talked about “Zawilah"
saying that:
Aid a3 ) dany s ol g ke sl OF g ey ol ot B S gy Y 01 )
G5 Sy a0 gemenl 13D ciluikadl JIg L joiy o5 2331 Wiaw Jly Joud) Wil e §eSTie o Lgle
Lol 0353y (o 0 gad kel (o Lmyler 131 13Ty O Bkadl o 199139 o) Jlar (o ad (g o el
(N3 e ol el g lue ol O LA ar g
Al-Qazwini (d.682 AH.)* gave the same details when he talked about
“Zawilah" saying that:
2t e ) JBT Bjae B i il Lghaly (0155l 394 Jol (B By o L 3L Ak )
(@ly @Y1 Aty Gallly 8Tty JoJlg gty oyl 08 ST 10 o ool el
Al-Hemyary (d.8 century AH.)° gave more details when he talked about
“Zawilah" saying that:
colas ol gy JU (1 Lgdoly 013l o WS 300 Ol s el (B daguld §,eS ds 1) )
Lglal g Ologmadl 39 I Jry Lging (Blgsl L Bt B9 cllmyo 808 s 29508l Mg iy Wity

Pl o Bl el 01y (Lglaly iy Ll Jgons gl g Lagaly S J5 sy cnds 5T oo

" Al- Idrisi (d.564 H), Nuzhat Al-Mushtaq, Leiden 1866.p.231

% Al- Istebsar fi Ajaeb al-Amsar ,Baghdad,p.146.

¥ Yaqut al-Hamawi, Mu ’jam al-Buldan ,Bairut 1977.Vol.3.pp.159-160.

* Al-Qazwini, Athar al-Bllad ,Bairut.nd.p.94.

> Al-Hemyary, Muhammad (d.8 century AH, Al-Raoud Al-M‘etar , Bairut.1984.p.295.
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So, why we leave this important information which were mentioned by
different sources regarding this town “Zawilah" when we study the coinage of
“Zawilah" to be minted in that important town which played a very important role in
trade during that time?

Besides that, “Zawilah" was lying on the borders of Sudan the main source of
gold to produce Fatimid coins in north Africa, so, why there was no mint house was
working in “Zawilah" during that time to offer coins for the merchants and
"dealers"?

Last I'd like to point to this new opinion needs more study and research but, |
try to open this door here before the scholars to review their opinions in studying the
coinage of “Zawilah" again, and not to depend on the inherited point of view from a
scholar to another always, without scientific review discussion for this information

knowledge.
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| hope to find enough knowledge in future to help us to make sure in which
town named “Zwelah", these coins have been minted, “Zawilah" of Al-Mahdya or
“Zawilah" Beni Al —Khatab.

It is worth to mention that; “Zawilah" produced more dinars and dirhams
during the region of Fatimid caliph Al —Zahir (411AH.\1021AD.- 427 AH.\1036AD.)
in 414 AH.' and 415 AH.? (pl.2,fig.2)which was the last year , in which we have

coins belong to that town during Fatimid period .

PL.2:AV dinar " Zawilah " dated 415 AH.in the name of Fatimid caliph Al —Zahir
(411AH\1021AD.- 427 AH\1036AD.). Baldwin's Islamic Coin Auction 19, 25
April 2012; Lot 113(4.12g).Zeno,No. #109292.

g

Fig.2:AV dinar " Zawilah " dated 415 AH.

" Zambaur, E.V., Die Munzpragungen des Islams. 1 Band. Wies Baden 1968.p.134, Nicol, A Corpus
of Fatimid Coins, p.194, N0.1402-1403,type Al.
# Baldwin's Islamic Coin Auction 19, 25 April 2012, Lot. 113(4.12g); Zeno, N0.109292.
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Fig.3: The name of " Zawilah @
" mint ,AV dinar " Zwelah " %

dated 404 AH. % { ‘%
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