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(The Functions and symbolism of Chinese Minarets: A case study of the
Huaisheng Guangta).
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The Huisheng mosque in Guangzhou is one of the oldest mosques in China, its
initial construction dates back to 627. The minaret of the mosque is one of the
surviving earliest examples of Islamic architecture in China. The Chinese minarets
built with a form of a wooden low-rise Chinese pavilion. In the case of Guangta, it
was built by brick directly on the street with such a great height. The unique
architectural form of Guangta raises many questions about its location, architecture,
and function. The study traces the historical texts of the minaret to clarify its
historical functions and attempts to understand the meanings and the hidden
symbolism of the minaret and its historical roles to serve the Muslim community as
a religious minority in the city on the one hand, as well as its cultural contributions
on the other hand. There are several methods that the study is based on to achieve
its objectives: the historical approach, the descriptive approach, and the
comparative analytical approach. By these approaches; the study proved that the
minaret played many roles associated with its form and architecture. In addition to
its religious functions; it entrusted to inform Muslims at prayer times. The minaret
also was used as a control tower if the Muslim community in the city was exposed
to threats whether external or internal as well as it served as a lighthouse where it
facilitated Muslim maritime trade. Further, it carried a religious symbolism as it
was a symbol of Islam itself within the local Chinese society that was not ruled by
Muslims.

) paidlal)



ATV ale )il gl asm s ¢ Gl 8 aalial ad] sl gl @ Ane A diudyl 8 dasa ey
Ol gy 385 couuall 8 eyl B jleadly dualall A8L ALY a3l (e Baaly A sl didie
Ldie Lad Laiptasall Ja)all cldl) Jas gy o185 )Y) (abdie dd Gwa S (G e Ll
b cyipall Al alana e AN Adlide 4 jlene by MR g2 Manls A8 5 jaall fiadal 58 dnase
333 (5 AT 4ali ey b pdle (ot ) @ JLEN e il Ll LS el o shally Lgily o5 4als
& el JSE iy | € o ) 138 Jiadinive Dl ghaul 2 e Cuadl 5 5 jlall Jagdasil) Lgdaylass
Aol e ) ol g Leilda gy A jlenal) Lgiunia 5 Leadgn Jon ALY (e paall Uit se ddial 3y 4l
lrall agd () Bl ey Ao Ul Ledilla g a3 ANall da Ul (e peail) Al all e
Lealeas cden (e Aall 3 4 LIS alisal) aainall Laaad oA Ul La 50 5 dsdiall 46a) 4 3e )l
zeiall s ¢ Al mgiall slgdlaal sl Al jall Led) cantial 35k sac @lla s Al dga (e 48LE)
algall e Cuad 2l () Al ol il eIl s A (e 0 R sl eiall g ¢ diasll
& s3lall il (pabuall p3leld Aliaiall ¢ Al Leiilda s ) Al i jlee 5 LelSay Adag yal
Gl g Aa A o) s alaagil Apaall 8 dabial)l L) G y23 13) Le A8 je x5S Aokl alasiial
Glaa 38 ¢ ey e 3Me dpaadl b el 4 jad) 5 el cilgas dua ¢l dliey cuilS SIS

(O sabusall 4aSay ol AN aall swal) aaiaall Jals dwds 2B | e CailS LY A 4 ja



