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Abstract:



The library of Hafiz Ahmed Aga was built in1793AD, in the middle of the old
town of Rhodes island. It consists of two coupled high ceilinged rooms divided by a
wall. Visitors are permitted into the first room which has a long table in the center and

display cases on each side. This was the former reading room of the library.

At the end of the visitors room is a large, beautifully carved cedar wood door,
lead to the second room which is not open to the public. This room comprises two

standing wooden bookcases to storing the books.

The cases presently house 801 volumes of the original donation of 826
volumes of the founder, and approximately 1200 books that are subsequent donations
to the library over a one hundred and fifty year period. The library is nothing less than
an entire world of Islamic learning in Arabic, covering virtually every category. There
are also works in Persian and ottoman. The books are used in fields of history, Islamic

mysticism, Lexicon and translations of Arabic works.
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