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This study examines the impacts of excessive tourism on two distinct UNESCO World Heritage Sites:
Petra in Jordan and the Karnak Temples in Egypt. These sites were selected for their unique
archaeological value and the specific, contrasting challenges they face due to their geographical
locations, cultural significance, and differing visitor management contexts. By employing qualitative
methods, such as interviews, field observations, and document analysis, the research investigates the
environmental, structural, social, and cultural consequences of over-tourism at both sites. The findings
reveal that, despite their differences, Petra and Karnak share common issues, including environmental
degradation, structural damage, social inequality, and cultural erosion, exacerbated by overcrowding,
irresponsible tourist behavior, and inadequate management practices. The study highlights the need for
targeted and context-specific solutions, such as improved crowd management, eco-friendly
transportation, comprehensive waste management, and stronger community involvement in
conservation efforts. By adopting these integrated and sustainable approaches, stakeholders can better
mitigate the adverse impacts of tourism and preserve the historical and cultural integrity of these sites.
This research provides a valuable contribution to the discourse on sustainable tourism management by
offering practical, site-specific insights for heritage preservation.




