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This study examines the significant impact of archaeology on English national identity and heritage
interpretation, focusing on key sites like Stonehenge, Sutton Hoo, and Hadrian’s Wall. Using a
multidisciplinary approach, we analyze how archaeological discoveries shape national narratives,
emphasizing continuity, rootedness, and cultural uniqueness. Through qualitative methods, including
interviews and focus groups, we find that public perceptions of these sites highlight themes of
engagement, inclusivity, and the need for more comprehensive interpretations. Our results reveal that
archaeological interpretations evolve with societal values and political agendas, often reinforcing or
challenging notions of national identity. This study underscores the dynamic relationship between
archaeology, nationalism, and cultural memory, advocating for a more inclusive and nuanced approach
to heritage management and public engagement.




