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Abstract

Boats stand as essentials of human interaction with aquatic net-ecosystems.
Despite Egypt’s long-standing reliance on the maritime sphere, the scant
references and paucity of academic readings discussing the living boats of the
Egyptian natural lakes provides an incredible opportunity. Often, the living
boats of today are the last vestiges of the long lost vessels of yesteryear.
Acknowledging these lacunae, the authors aimed to develop as complete record
of the extant boats of Egypt’s natural lakes. The fundamental goal was to
document these boats as living heritage before go to the fold of time, basically
in a format of “boat cv’s”, to be used as direct evidence of the maturation of
new paradigm in understanding recent and, when possible, ancient maritime
engagement, in terms of heritage cultural continuity, cultural relativism and
diffusion. Thus, a field survey was conducted on the assigned lakes: Qaroun
Lake, Mariut, Edku, Borollous, Manzala, Bardawil, Timsah, and the Bitter
Lakes The selected surveyed areashad been subject to number of parameters
e.g. initial reconnaissance, scholars and locals' personal contacts, fame and well-
reputation among local fishermen, the ancient and central role within each lake
history, and finally easily accessed and encompassing all the sorts of boats
navigating each lake. The study used anthropological method tools: direct and
participant  observation, non-standardized individual and focus-group
interviews. Moreover, the non-intrusive walk over survey did used photographic
shots, written record collation, and measured-survey components e.g. by-hand
tape-measured.
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