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Abstract:

Although some scholars asserted that decorated textile has not been
common in ancient Egypt, it is now confirmed that at least since the
second half of the New Kingdom, textile decoration was quite
common. Famous examples of these decorated pieces are: JE46526,
JE46527, and JE46528 discovered in Thuthmosis IV’s tomb and
JE62626, JE62675, and JE62625 discovered in Tutankhamon'’s tomb.
Clothes decoration techniques spread all over Egypt during that
period due to the expansion of the Egyptian Empire. The influence of
foreign weavers, mainly Syrian, on Egyptian clothes is powerful.
Richness and luxury of the Egyptians at that time was another reason
why different techniques have spread out. Various decoration
techniques appeared in the ancient Egypt such as Tabby Weave,
Warp - faced Weave, Weft - faced Weave, Twill - faced Weave,
Basket Weave, Twill Weave, Weft looping, Tapestry Weave,
Embroidery Weave, Applied Weave, Double - faced Weave, and Satin
Weave. Neither surveying nor comparing the decoration techniques
of the New Kingdom has been done by scholars.

This paper aims to compare the textile decoration techniques
occurred in ancient Egyptian New Kingdom depending on some
selected examples from the newly inaugurated ‘Azhar Textile
Museum’. Five pieces, belong to different decoration techniques, are
selected. Analyses to decoration techniques in each of these pieces
have taken place and major features emerged. The paper, then,
compared these features and results are discussed.

This research was developed using analytical and comparative
approaches based on document and picture analyses.

The paper concluded that five different decoration techniques
occurred in New Kingdom clothes including Tapestry Weave,
Embroidery Weave, Applied Weave, Double - faced Weave, and Satin
Weave. It investigated reasons behind the spread of these specific
techniques. Moreover, major similarities and differences among
these techniques have been resulted.
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